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Press release, 14 February 2018
24th Book World Prague to host Israel. Guests will include Man Booker prize-winner David Grossman
The wide-ranging programme of the Book World Prague book fair and literary festival always includes presentation of the literature of a given country and personalities associated with it. The 24th year of Book World, held 10 – 13 May at the Exhibition Grounds in Holešovice, will welcome Israel, a state whose great variety will be described in person by leading Israeli men of letters David Grossman (laureate of the 2017 Man Booker Prize), Abraham B. Yehoshua, Assaf Gavron and Dror Mishani. The other main themes of this year’s Book World Prague will be ‘Comics’ and ‘The Groundbreaking 20th Century’.  
The centrepoint of Israel’s presentation will be sessions and discussions with authors, addressing questions of present-day Israel, the country’s history and its relations with the Czech Republic. “Your country is closer to the guest of honour than perhaps many people realize,” says Israeli ambassador Daniel Meron. “This very year, both our countries celebrate significant anniversaries – one hundred years since the founding of Czechoslovakia and seventy years of independence for Israel, the latter of which was achieved with considerable help from Czechoslovak political forces.” 
Czechs and Israelis share a closeness to literature, too. “People from Israel like to call themselves the ‘people of the book’”, Daniel Meron remarks. “Literature is one of the cornerstones of our society as it is in the Czech Republic.” Many Czech readers have a good knowledge of Israeli literature in translation. Last year, Czech publishers brought out new works by Orly Castel-Bloom, Uri Orlev (a visitor to the 2017 fair) and Juval Noach Harari. 
Book World Prague’s intention to present Israeli literature in all its variety is reflected in the choice of authors in attendance at this year’s fair. “We will introduce the best that Israeli literature has to offer,” says Guillaume Basset, artistic director of programmes at the festival, “including ‘living classic’ David Grossman, up-and-coming author Assaf Gavron and leading crime writer Dror Mishani.” 
David Grossman (b. 1954) is a novelist, essayist and children’s author whose international acclaim is evidenced by his winning of the Man Booker International Prize (for prose in a language other than English). He received this prestigious award last year for the novel A Horse Walks into a Bar, which will be published by Mladá fronta in Czech (as Přijde kůň do baru) shortly before the fair. Born in Jerusalem, where he still lives, David Grossman is of Polish extraction. He began to work in radio as a nine-year-old child actor. He is a graduate in philosophy and theatre studies from the Hebrew University. Before winning the Man Booker, he found favour with 
readers and critics alike with the novels The Book of Intimate Grammar, Someone to Run With (Cz. Mít s kým běžet, 2010) and To the End of the Land.  
This very week, David Grossman won the prestigious Israel Prize for Literature, the country’s highest literature award. This year’s Israel Prize has extra significance, as it is the 70th anniversary of the founding of the state of Israel. “We first approached Mr Grossman several months ago,” says Radovan Auer, director of the fair. “It will give me great pleasure to introduce the literature of Israel through the most interesting authors the present day can offer.”  
Assaf Gavron (b. 1968) is another star of Israeli literature who will attend the fair. As well as a writer, Gavron is a translator, musician and co-creator of the computer game Peacemaker, which was inspired by the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. One of his novels has appeared in Czech as Osada na pahorku. Dror Mishani (b. 1975), another guest, is a writer of popular crime fiction featuring police inspector Avraham Avraham, whom Czech readers can get to know in the book Případ pohřešovaného. In late February, another of Mishani’s works will be published in Czech, as Možné násilí.   
Many Czech fans of literature will have come across the work of Abraham B. Yehoshua (b. 1936). The novel Cesta na konec tisíciletí (2013) is his most recent work to appear in Czech. A leading figure of the ‘New Wave’ of Israeli literature, Jehoshua is one of the first Israeli authors to distance himself from political and social subjects to address more personal themes of the individual and the family. The New York Times has called him the ‘Israeli Faulkner’.      
A further part of Israel’s programme will be commemoration of leading figures of Israeli literature who have recently departed. These include the writer/translator of Czech origin Ruth Bondy and the author Aharon Appelfeld.  
Israel will also contribute to the main themes of this year’s Book World Prague, ‘Comics’ and ‘The Groundbreaking 20th Century’.   
Book World Prague will be held 10 – 13 May 2018 at the Prague Exhibition Grounds.

For more information, please go to www.svetknihy.cz
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